
Group No. 1 comprises general hospitals at
Boston, New Haven, East Norfolk, Mass. ;
Plattsburg barracks and the base hospital at
Camp Devens.
Health Conditions Show Improvement at

Camps.—Improvement in the health of soldiers
in home army training camps and cantonments
is shown by the report of the Surgeon-General
for the week ending November 22.
New cases of influenza numbered 3,396,

compared with 4,485 the week before, and
there were decreases in admissions for other
diseases. Deaths were at the rate of 13.7 per
thousand per year, compared with 19.7 last
week.

The death rate from disease among soldiers
of the Army in France for the week ending
November 15 was 12.9 per thousand per year.

Promotion of Officers in Army Medical
Corps.—Colonel Walter D. McCaw and Major
General Robert E. Noble of the National Army
have been promoted to the rank of Brigadier-
Generals in the Regular Army Medical Corps.
Effect of War in Berlin.—The vital sta-

tistics of Berlin are now available. They dis-
close the almost catastrophic effect of the war's
privations on the people.
The excess of births over deaths in 1913 was

12,766. In 1916 there was an excess of deaths
over births of 4,440, and there were 15,397
more deaths than births in 1917. These fig-
ures do not include the soldiers who died at
the front or in hospitals. The total number
of deaths in 1917 was 7,000 more than the pre-
vious year, despite the fact that Berlin's popu-
lation has decreased 70,000.

boston and massachusetts.

Street Cars in Bad Sanitary Condition.—
Investigation of the Boston Elevated surface
cars on the Dorchester Avenue, South Boston
and Upham's Corner lines has revealed unsani-
tary conditions. At the request of Mayor
Peters, three Health Department inspectors
made examinations at various times. Of one
hundred and eighty-five cars inspected, the re-

port shows that only five of these—less than
three per cent.—were found in sanitary condi-
tion. It was discovered that in the majority of
cases, nothing was done to clean the cars at
night, and they were sent out in the morning in
the same condition in which they had been put
away.

Miscellany.
IN MEMORIAM

Thomas Francis Leen.
Thomas Francis Leen was for five years

Physician and for six years Physician-in-Chief
to the Carney Hospital.
By his cheerfulness of spirit and sympa-

thetic care he endeared himself to the
many sick who came to him for help.
He was abundantly charitable in word
and deed; keenly sensible of the higher
values of humanity; thoughtful of points of
view not his own ; skilled in the art of medi-
cine and abreast with the progress of its science ;
kindly and esteemed as a teacher; unselfish in
his devotion, to the end, so that his life was

given in sacrifice for others.
It is with a sense of deep personal as well as

professional loss that the Staff of the Carney
Hospital formally records his death on Septem-
ber 17, 1918.
Minute of Meeting of Staff of Carney Hospital,

October 31, 1918.

NOTICE to district societies op the
MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY.

The Public Health Committee of the Massachusetts
Medical Society, with a view to increasing the
benefits to be derived from membership in the socie-
ty, and helping the busy practitioner to keep in touch
with current matters of practical interest to the
profession and pertaining to their daily work, has
obtained the consent of the following named gentle-
men to speak at meetings of District Societies during
the year, in so far as requests may be made and
other engagements permit arrangements for desig-
nated dates : Professor Wm. T. Sedgwick, Dr. Walter
E. Fernald, Dr. C. Morton Smith, Dr. John Bapst
Blake, Dr. Edwin H. Place, Dr. M. Victor »afford,
Dr. William C. Woodward, Dr. Timothy Leary, Dr.
Jose P. BUI, Dr. George H. Wright; and possibly a
representativo of the Rockefeller Institute, N. Y.

The object of these talks is the promotion of public
health and increase of knowledge of practical details
of daily interest in life of physicians in general
practice.
In furtherance of the purpose which the Committee

had in view, these gentlemen have offered their serv-
ices without expense to the members of the Society
and are willing to give time for discussion and
questions.

Secretaries of District Societies desiring to arrange
speakers from this list should communicate with the
Secretary of the Committee, Dr. Annie Lee Hamilton,
141 Xewbury Street Boston, Mass.

RECENT DEATHS.

Dr. Francis L. Lane died recently at his home in
Lynn at the age of fifty-two years. Dr. Lane was a
graduate of the Harvard Medical School in the class
of 1892. For four years he was quarantine officer at
the port of Boston and later was In charge of the
medical department at Deer Island. He had been a
member of the Lynn Board of Health.
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